
	 Money for college… The chance to travel 
internationally… Real world job experience… From 
raising livestock to working at floral shops, South Dakota 
FFA members possess some truly impressive Supervised 
Agricultural Experiences. At the 83rd National FFA 
Convention, one South Dakota FFA member found out 
just how far his SAE could take him.
	 Ethan VanderWal, a senior at Sioux Valley High 
School, began his Supervised Agricultural Experience 
three years ago when he was looking to start saving 
money for college. Seeing a need in his area for custom 
round baling, Ethan procured a loan in order to purchase 
a round baler and to rent a tractor from his family’s farm. 
Ethan says that his first year turned out to be much more 
successful than he anticipated, and he finished the year 
having baled over 3,500 bales. Ethan realized that baling 

hay kept him busy throughout the summer, and he 
spent a great amount of time baling cornstalks in the fall; 
however, he did not stay very busy during the spring. 
This thought led Ethan to buy a land roller and a tractor 
of his own, both of which played an essential role in 
improving his SAE. The spring of 2010 began the third 
year of Ethan’s SAE, and seeing the need to expand even 
more, he purchased another land roller in order to help 
him keep up with the wants and needs of his customers.  
	 Ethan, in large part, credits the success he has had 
within his SAE to the help of his family. He acknowledges 
that his father played the largest role in helping him to 
begin his SAE, but says that his entire family has been 
extremely helpful in developing his business. At the 
83rd National FFA Convention, Ethan placed first in the 
Agricultural Services proficiency area which awarded 
him with $1500. Additionally, because of his SAE and 
proficiency, Ethan was selected to travel to Costa Rica 
on an expense-paid trip provided by the National FFA 
Organization. This summer, Ethan will be spending ten 
days touring sites, such as a Starbucks coffee bean farm, 
a banana plantation, and the rainforest. One small plan 
to start saving money for college has given this Sioux 
Valley senior not only the means to make money, but also 
real world experience and an exciting opportunity for 
international travel. Congratulations Ethan! Thank you 
for sharing your infinite potential with South Dakota! 
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Past and Present State Officers Go Global
Brittany Gassman, State Vice President 

	 Wouldn’t it be wonderful if in the midst of 
a South Dakota winter, the temperatures would 
reach ninety degrees and the warm sun would shine 
upon the ground? For past state officer, Brady 
Duxbury and current state officers, Spencer Chase 
and Brittany Gassman, this dream became a reality 
when they ventured to the South American country 
of Argentina with seventy past and present State 
Officers from around the nation to participate in the 
International Leadership Seminar for State Officers. 
During this program, the officers were given the 
opportunity to travel around the country to learn 
about the agricultural industry of Argentina and 
discover the different farming practices being used 
by the producers of the area. 
	 The tour began with a one day stay and 
orientation workshop in Miami, Florida. At the 
orientation, participants were given the opportunity to listen to comments provided by the sponsor of ILSSO, 
Bunge International, as well as discovered ways to break down the barrier between the two cultures and 
overcome American stereotypes. After a jam packed day of training, the seventy officers boarded the plane to fly 
into Buenos Aires, Argentina. From there, the group traveled to Pergamino to visit a family farm specializing in 
soybean, corn, and wheat production using a no till agriculture system. From the farm, the group then travelled 
to the manager’s machine shed in town to explore some of the equipment utilized in Argentina, which is much 
similar to the equipment used in the United States.
	 From the machine shed, the group travelled on to Rosario, the second largest city in Argentina for a night 
stay. The next morning, the buses were loaded as officers made their way to Terminal Six, one of the largest 
ports in the world, to tour the Bunge processing plant. After the tour, the officers were given time to enjoy the 
beach before driving to a nearby town to prepare to visit with breeders of Polo Ponies and another small farming 
operation. The next few days of the trip were dedicated to exploring the culture of the Buenos Aires area. 
Beginning with a trip to a nearby ranch, the officers witnessed a live gaucho show and their first experience with 
the Argentine tango. From there, the officers made their way back to Buenos Aires to explore the city, starting 
with the downtown area and ending in the historical neighborhood of La Boca, the very place where the art of 
Tango was founded. The day concluded with a live Tango show at a nearby theater that had once served as a 
factory and was later converted. 
	 From Buenos Aires, the group once again boarded a plane to take a short trip to the northern part of the 
country to explore the sub-tropical rainforest and visit Puerto Iguazừ, large waterfalls that lie deep within the 
forest. After a visit to the falls, officers were given the opportunity to travel through the forest and receive their 
own personal tour of the land. From Puerto Iguazừ, the officers board the plan for the day’s travel back into the 
United States. After goodbyes were said and business cards exchanged. The South Dakota officers returned to 
the white, snow covered ground of the state with new information and an unforgettable experience that strongly 
impacted their understanding of global agriculture by exposing them to another culture and their techniques of 
feeding the people of their country. 

Calling for Your Infinite Potential!
Attention: high school seniors and college freshman interested in serving the SD FFA as either a state 

officer or state student ambassador.  State Officer interviews will be held Saturday, April 9th and continuing 
through the Evening Session on Monday, April 11th.   A Nominating Committee will select the state officer 
team and a committee of district officers will interview the student ambassador candidates during convention.  
What do the duties of these two leadership positions require?  These positions require candidates to be willing 
to serve the organization all year planning and implementing activities. Those selected must be committed to 
serving as a positive role model for the organization.  Events throughout the year include Leadership Retreats, 
managing the Ag Learning Center at the State Fair, District Officer Training and Legislative Breakfast, 
service activities, trainings, chapter visits and numerous other responsibilities throughout the year.  There are 
many hours put behind the scenes of these events at weekly office days to prepare for these events, to ensure 
members have opportunities for growth and success. 

For more information and details about these positions and for a copy of the applications, log onto 
http://aged.sdstate.edu and click on the “Forms/Applications” tab.  These must be postmarked to Brookings 
by March 12.



	 Once again District FFA Officers joined together 
in Pierre to promote the FFA to the state political 
representatives and work together to discover the 
“Mystery of Teamwork”. On January 18th and 19th, over 
forty District Officers from around the state met together 
in our state’s capital for the annual District Officer Training 
and Legislative Breakfast. All state sponsorships listed are 
special projects of the South Dakota FFA Foundation.

The two-day festivities began in the State Capital 
Visitor Center with orientation and a brief training for the 
District Officers about what to expect at the upcoming 
Legislative Breakfast. After brushing up on some FFA and 
Agricultural Education facts, members were given the 
opportunity to tour the capital compliments of volunteer 
tour guides from the Pierre Area. The tour concluded with 
round table discussion with various community members 
and government leaders relaying information on numerous 
topics ranging from the lobbying process, Perkins funding, 
and agricultural education to current agricultural issues, 
Career and Technical Education programs, and the paging 
process. District 7 Officer, Collin Christiansen, comments, 
“My favorite part of DOT was the circle discussions 
because I was able to talk with knowledgeable people 
about current topics with new facts.”

The District Officers were able to use the new facts 
from the round table discussions the next morning at the 
annual FFA Legislative Breakfast. The Legislative Breakfast 
gives the District and State Officers an opportunity to relay 
the message of FFA and the importance of Agricultural 
Education to the people who lead our state. After the 
breakfast, the District Officers were launched into more 
training where they worked together to build a tower using 

spaghetti noodles and marshmallows, develop their very 
own team mascot, communicate without using the word 
“I” and design an image for the ideal District Officer. 

Kelli Garry, a District 2 Officer stated, “My favorites 
were “The I’s Have It,” picking a mascot, and building the 
structures. I never realized how many times I said ‘I’ before 
I said it 17 times in 2 minutes! It helped me understand 
focusing conversation on something interesting to the other 
person. The structures were fun because we had to work 
together as a team and really got to express our creativity!”

The long car rides to and from Pierre, the two days of 
District Officer Training, and the time spent with the State 
Legislatures at the Legislative Breakfast provided the South 
Dakota District Officers the chance to spread the word 
about FFA and Agricultural Education, bond as a team, and 
solve the “Mystery of Teamwork.”

District Officers Uncover the Mystery of Teamwork
Brittany Gassman, State Vice President

FFA Members Feed the Hungry
Maria Rausch, State President

Have you ever been hungry?  How about REALLY hungry from not 
getting a good meal in weeks or months?  This year at state convention, 
there will be an opportunity to help those who do experience that daily.  
At this year’s convention, the South Dakota FFA will be partnering with 
“Kids Against Hunger,” a non-profit organization whose one mission 
is to provide nutritious food to impoverished children all around the world.  On Monday of convention, members will 
be able to give their time and pack these food items for the less fortunate children all around the world.  FFA’s goal is to 
put together 90,000 packets of food.  Each package contains six servings, and each bag can be prepared in less than 20 
minutes by adding the contents to boiling water.   
	 The program all began when Richard Proudfit was on a mission trip to Honduras.  He was moved by the starvation he 
saw among children.  “It wasn’t long until I began to see the children – literally dying around us.  One mother came to me 
crying, carrying her nearly dead child, pleading for help.  That was when the Lord broke my heart and brought me to my 
knees and I knew I had to come back and do something about it,” said Richard Proudfit.  Due to the help and donations 
from many generous people, they are able to do this through feeding programs, orphanages, schools, and clinics.  100% 
of Kids Against Hunger food is packaged by volunteers from schools, youth groups, church groups, senior centers, and 
individual volunteers.  Did you know that 23 cents feeds one child for a day?   South Dakota FFA, this is how we can give 
back!  Let’s all utilize our free time during Convention and help the children of the world who don’t have enough 
to eat.     



FFA Members Display Infinite Potential FFA Members Display Infinite Potential
Four hundred and fifty four FFA members from across South Dakota met Sunday, December 5th and Monday, 
December 6th in Pierre for the State FFA Leadership Career Development Events. FFA members and chapters 
were recognized for their success in eleven leadership areas. Members advanced to state level competition by 
placing first or second at their district competitions. Winning teams and individuals will advance and compete 
in their Career Development Event areas at the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, In next fall. Matt 
Tollefson, 2006-2007 South Dakota State FFA President, addressed FFA members at the awards luncheon 
Monday afternoon, challenging members to “GO” to different places and explore what the world has to offer. 

A. The seven-member Parliamentary Procedure teams demonstrate an FFA business meeting. Our sponsor 
is South Dakota Farmers Union, and the national level sponsor is Mosaic Company. The state level team travel 
scholarship is sponsored by Monte and Ruth Mason. The team results are as follows: 
1. Willow Lake (Pictured left to right: Bailey Bruns, Ashley Tonak, Mindy Grensberg, Wyatt Warkenthien, Chase 
Bratland, Garrett Schmidt, Logan Tonak)
2. Lennox- Sundstrom 
3. McCook Central 
4. Milbank 
5. Harrisburg 

B. The All State Parli Pro Team is comprised of the top individual officer from each position. These 
competitors are the best-of-the-best in their respective position. This area is sponsored by the Skinner Financial 
Services. Those selected are: 
President: Gretchen Rops – Lennox- Sundstrom 
Vice President: Kylie Hagen - Milbank 
Secretary: Mindy Grensberg – Willow Lake 
Treasurer: Wyatt Warkenthien – Willow Lake 
Reporter: Bailey Bruns – Willow Lake 
Sentinel: Brenna Rausch – Milbank 
Student Advisor: Courtney Rickett – Harrisburg 
(Pictured left to right: Mindy Grensberg, Bailey Bruns, Brenna Rausch, Wyatt Warkenthien, Kylie Hagen, 
Courtney Rickett,Gretchen Rops) 

C. In Public Speaking, 21 contestants presented 6-8 minute agricultural speeches and answered 5 minutes of 
related questions. The sponsor is South Dakota Banker’s Foundation, and the national level sponsor is Monsanto. 
The winning person travel scholarship is sponsored by Basin Electric Power Cooperative. The results were: 
1. Paul Dybedahl – Tri-Valley 
2. Paige Hermanson - Sturgis 
3. Kelsey Reppening - Mitchell (Pictured left to right: Kelsy Reppening, Paul Dybedahl)
4. Ethan Pauley - Newell 
5. Audrey Souza - Milbank 
6. Candice Page Marten – Sanborn Central 
7. Joe Schartz – West Central 
8. Abby Flanders – Harrisburg  

D. In Extemporaneous Speaking, an unrehearsed 4-6 minute speech with 30 minutes allowed for preparation 
time is prepared and given on site. Our sponsor is the South Dakota Farm Bureau Federation and the and FBL 
Financial. The national level sponsor is the American Farm Bureau Federation. Results were as follows: 
1. Will Krum – Winner 
2. Liz Renner - West Central 
3. Abraham Schwartzrock – Wolsey/Wessington (Pictured at left)
4. Tiana Anderson - Viborg 
5. Katie Loutsch - Milbank 
6. Shawn Mack – Watertown 
7. Ethan Pauley - Newell 
8. Molly McAllister – Harrisburg  

E. The Job Interview challenges members to complete a job application, write a letter of application and 
participate in an actual interview. Our sponsor is the South Dakota Department of Agriculture, and the national 
sponsor is the National FFA Foundation. The 
results were: 
1. Cole Johnson - Mitchell 
2. Shannon Miller – West Central 
3. Sarah Busselman – Elkton (Pictured left to 
right: Sarah Busselman, Shannon Miller, Cole 
Johnson)
4. Travis Buus – Lennox- Sundstrom 
5. Amanda Pierce - Wilmot 
6. Jenny Porter – Platte/Geddes 
7. Andrew Rausch - Hoven 
8. Brooke Pearson – West Central  

F. The Creed Speaking participants are high 
school freshmen who recite the FFA Creed and 
answer questions posed by the judges. This 
event is sponsored by Craig Dybedahl & Mike 
Ringgenberg, and the national level sponsor is 

A

B

C

D

F



FFA Members Display Infinite Potential FFA Members Display Infinite Potential
CHS Foundation and the National FFA Foundation. The results were (Top three pictured left to right): 
1. Elizabeth Anderson – Bowdle 
2. Corey Janisch - Clark 
3. Becca Lythgoe – Tri-Valley 
4. Allison Cimpl – Wagner 
5. Halley Boyer – Alcester/Hudson 
6. Joellen Goncoir – Groton 
7. Hope Goode – Garretson 
8. Julianna Albrecht – DeSmet  
 
G. In Marketing Plan Competition teams of students determine a local, community need and create a complete 
strategy for marketing a new ag product or company to fix that problem. The sponsor is Legend Seeds, Inc., and 
the state winning team travel scholarship is sponsored by Hurley and Associates. The national level sponsor is 
DeBruce Grain and the National FFA Foundation. The results are: 
1. Lennox-Sundstrom (Pictured left to right: Alex Wilson, Chris Mikkelsen, Krista Smit)
2. Viborg 
3. Newell 
4. Garretson 
5. West Central  

H. In Ag Issues a team of 3-7 students discuss the pros and cons of a major agricultural issue facing their area. 
The event is sponsored by South Dakota Farm Bureau Young Farmers and Ranchers, and the state winning 
team travel scholarship is sponsored by Dakota Risk Management. This event is sponsored nationally by Elanco 
Animal Health, a Division of Eli Lilly and Company. The results were: 
1. Newell 
2. West Central 
3. Lake Preston 
4. Mitchell 
5. Milbank  

I. In Ag Communications a team of four students prepares and presents a communications proposal for an 
agriculture event or product and also must take editing and communications tests. This event is sponsored by the 
South Dakota Broadcasters Association, and the state winning team travel scholarships is sponsored by Dakota 
Farm Talk. This event is sponsored nationally by DTN/The Progressive Farmer. The results were as follows: 
1. McCook Central (Pictured left to right: Chelsea Hiemstra, Brooke Schallenkamp, Amanda Tuttle, Beth 
Mayrose)
2. Garretson 
3. West Central 
4. Milbank  

J. Agribusiness Salesmanship is sponsored by the South Dakota Bankers Foundation and is sponsored 
nationally by Monsanto. The results were: 
1. Jason Haan – Lennox- Sundstrom 
2. Nick Mueller - Garretson 
3. Wyatt Sundovold – Brandon Valley (Pictured left to right: Wyatt Sundovold, Nick Mueller, Jason Hann)
4. Sam Young - Clark 
5. Colton Ketelhut – Miller 
6. Trent Peterson – Hitchcock/Tulare 
7. Tyrel Minor – Brookings 
8. Shane Mueller – Garretson  

K. In Ag Broadcasting/Journalism students have 30 minutes to prepare a 5-minute agricultural radio newscast 
and then “air” it. This event is sponsored by the Ludens Implement. Results were: 
1. Kip Littau – Winner 	 2. Kelli Garry – Lake Preston 
3. Katy Milton - Deubrook (Picuted left to right: Katy Milton, Kelli Garry)	 4. Trevor Larson – Winner 
5. John Schultz – Hitchcock/Tulare 	 6. Christina Maher – Rutland 
7. Hollie Pommier – Florence 	 8. Shelly Peck – Bison  

L. The Junior Conduct of Meetings event is 
for high school freshmen to present a mock 
FFA meeting. This event is sponsored by Gary 
Bachman, Prairie Appraisal Service of Bowdle. 
The team results were: 
1. Highmore (Pictured left to right: Jett Husted, 
Stephanie Huber, Cole Oakley, Kacie McCauley, 
Tyann Hamlin, Sam Earl, Hayden Houdek)
2. Newell 
3. McCook Central 
4. Garretson 
5. Clark
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Chapter Chatter…
 
The Lake Preston FFA Chapter is having Ag Olympics and a pancake feed to kick off their FFA week activi-
ties, as well as several teacher appreciation activities and dress up days to celebrate their FFA week. 

The Harrisburg FFA Chapter will be playing “Pass the Pig” as a fundraiser. FFA members will lead a pig 
around the school to a teacher’s room, and the teacher will have to pay to have the pig removed from their class-
room. 

Webster FFA Chapter members will be selling SDSU ice cream at the Webster’s Farm, Home, and, Sport show, 
and for FFA week, they will be having a faculty breakfast, animal nursery, farm safety talks, and the ending of their FFA week is the annual 
Teachers vs. FFA members wheelchair basketball game.

A sweetheart dance will be held to kick off FFA week by the members of the Lemmon FFA Chapter. 

The Wessington Springs FFA Chapter will be having a hot dog feed for all of the FFA members of their chapter during FFA week, and 
they are also in the planning stages of a donkey basketball game using members of the community as players. 

The Tri-Valley FFA Chapter will be having their annual animal nursery in the shop as a way to educate young people about the impor-
tance of agriculture. FFA members bring, care for, and talk about the animals. 

The Madison Central FFA Chapter will be having a hot dog eating contest as well as Drive Your Tractor to School Day to celebrate FFA 
week. 

Newell FFA will have “mysterious FFA members” in which they will give hints to which FFA member is the “FFA member of the day.” 
They will also have hidden emblems along with clues to where the hidden emblems are. 

The Alcester-Hudson FFA Chapter recently had a FFA Lock-In, and now they are planning a FFA Sweetheart dance and FFA swimming 
party. 

The Flandreau FFA Chapter plans on having dress up days as well as a Drive Your Tractor to School Day to celebrate their FFA week. 

Members of the Hoven FFA Chapter will be having dress up days and a Drive Your Tractor to School Day, as well as baking butter braids 
and distributing them to community businesses as a thank you for the support the businesses have shown the chapter during the year 

The Rapid City FFA Chapter has made tie-dye shirts to wear one day during FFA week, as well as wearing official dress one day and 
having a Teacher Appreciation Day where FFA members take a piece of cake to their favorite teacher. 

Infinite Potential: 83rd South Dakota FFA Convention
Maria Rausch, State President

As the South Dakota FFA gets geared up for the upcoming State FFA Convention, April 10-12, 2011, the state 
officers are looking forward to celebrating as members discover their “Infinite Potential” through CDEs, Proficiencies, 
Star Awards, and State Degrees.  There are many opportunities for members to take part in during State Convention.  
Check out the excitement at the Agriculture Awareness Fair held in the Student Union, and the keynote speakers during 
sessions. If you want to test your knowledge of farm safety, and compete for the chance to earn money and advance to 
the final round, come be a part of the second annual Farm Safety Quiz Bowl sponsored by Farmers Union..  The final 
round will be in Mitchell during DakotaFest.  Additionally workshops will be put on by Jerry Norton, World Champion 
Bull Fighter;, the Nebraska State FFA Officers, and South Dakota’s own National Central Region Vice President, Wyatt 
DeJong.  Don’t miss the chance to be inspired by these great individuals!    

For those considering a major in Agriculture Education, there will be an Ag-Ed Informational Workshop.  Worried 
about missing FFA after graduation?  Check out the PAS, Postsecondary Agriculture Students Informational workshop, 
and join them in college,.  We are also anticipating the possibility of our new governor, Dennis Daugaard, attending to 
share a few inspiring words with us, and present the Governor’s Citation during the Tuesday morning session.  

We look forward seeing you there!    



Thank you to our 2010-11 South Dakota 
FFA Foundation Star Sponsors

Four Star ($5,000 - $7,500)
CHS Foundation
Monsanto
SD Corn Utilization Council

Three Star ($2,500 - $4,999)
SD Soybean R & P Council
SD Wheat Growers Association

Two Star ($1,000 - $2,499)
Basin Electric Power Cooperative
Chad and Rhonda Wosje
Dakotaland Feeds, Inc.
De Smet Farm Mutual Insurance
Dr. Lon Moeller
East River Electric Power Cooperative
Farm Credit Services of America
K Bar J Leather, Co
SD Bankers Association Foundation
SD Department of Agriculture
SD Farm Bureau 
SD Farmers Union
SDSU Horticulture, Forestry, Landscape and Parks 		
	 Department

One Star ($500 - $999)
Anonymous Donor
Associated Milk Producers, Inc.
Carhartt Inc.
Cattlecents Consulting, Inc.
Custom Ag Solutions
Enger Farms, In Memory of Donald Enger
First Bank & Trust
Jeff and Beth Vander Wal
Legend Seeds, Inc.
Lesa Jarding
North Central Farmers Elevator
Schuneman Equipment Co.
SD Association of Cooperatives
SD Coop Managers Assn.
SD Pork Producers Council
SD Wheat Commission
Sioux Nation Ag Centers of SD
USDA Farm Service Agency
Wells Fargo Bank South Dakota

Please remember the FFA in your will & estate planning.

Why should YOU support the FFA?
1.  FFA members are present and future consumers of 
products. They influence their families’ purchasing decisions.

2.  Agricultural Education and FFA are vital sources of future 
employees in all fields of agriculture and related industries.

3.  Strong, viable, dynamic leadership - the product of FFA - is 
crucial to the future of America and agriculture.

4.  We all have a stake in developing a progressive agricultural 
industry prepared to produce food and fiber for our country’s needs 
and the needs of all people. FFA members are producers of these 
products.

5.  FFA awards and incentives are based on entrepreneurship. Hard 
work, independence, profitability and competition -- all are key 
concepts for America in the years to come.
Parents, sponsors, alumni & friends - subscribe to the SD FFA 
Foundation monthly e-newsletter at: http://sdffafoundation.org 
to stay updated on member activities and opportunities to support 
them. 

Upcoming Events
 
Feb. 12, 2011............�Courduroy Classic, 

Brookings
April 10-12, 2011....�State FFA Convention-

Brookings
July 6-9, 2011...........�Leadership Retreat at 

Camp Bob Marshall
July 12-14, 2011......�Leadership Retreat at 

Camp Swan Lake - Cost 
will be the same as last 
year - $120/member for 
either retreat



Monsanto Growing Local Communities
Hannah Johnson, State Sentinel 

	 This past year Monsanto gave America’s farmers an opportunity 
to nominate a local non-profit organization to win $2,500 for use 
within their local communities. These funds help chapters give back to 
members in their community. In South Dakota the following five FFA 
Chapters received $2,500 from Monsanto: Arlington, Chester, Clark, 
Deubrook, McCook Central.  
	 The Arlington FFA Chapter plans to create landscaping projects 
at the local park and fix a “Buckle Up” safety sign to put back on the 
highway to give drivers a friendly reminder. The Clark FFA chapter 
is planning to use the funds for Washington Leadership Conference 
scholarships for several chapter members and they are also plan 
to purchase and install a new flag pole at the front entrance of the 
elementary school. The Deubrook FFA chapter plans on using the funds 
for scholarships to an FFA member that has been involved for the past 
three years and will attend an in-state college for an agricultural related 
field. The McCook Central FFA chapter is planning a community garden 
in Salem and possibly Spencer. If they get the garden going they will use the funds to buy a tiller and hope to be able to build a small storage 
shed to place their gardening tools. Thanks to the support of Monsanto, FFA members are being given the opportunity to commit even more 
time to community service.

South Dakota FFA Chapters Prepare for 2011 FFA Week
Spencer Chase, State Treasurer

	 This February, FFA chapters across the country will celebrate the most wonderful time of the year, FFA week! FFA 
chapters have been partaking in this event since its inception in 1947. FFA week was originally placed in the month of February 
because it is the same month of George Washington’s birthday. Ever since, FFA week has always been held so that the birthday of 
our first president is sometime during the week. For instance, George Washington’s birthday is February 22nd, the Tuesday of the 
2011 FFA week and the day after Presidents day. 
	 FFA chapters in the state are also getting in the spirit of FFA week! Several schools are planning on wearing official dress 
to school, others are talking about wearing their chapter T-shirts and sweatshirts to school. Many chapters also celebrate FFA 
week by having breakfasts for their teachers and sponsors. There are also several chapters that hold animal nurseries to educate 
younger students about the importance or agriculture. The FFA week activities are as unique and diverse as the chapters and 
members themselves!
	 For more information and FFA week resources including a press release and chapter activity ideas, go to the SD FFA 
Website and click on “Events” or go to ffa.org/events/ffaweek. 

Chapter	 Total 	 Chapter	 Total 	 Chapter	 Total 	 Chapter	 Total 
Alcester-Hudson	 57	 Eagle Butte	 25	 Lemmon	 27	 Scotland	 8
Arlington	 48	 Elkton	 67	 Lennox	 78	 Selby Area	 31
Baltic	 18	 Faulkton	 22	 Lyman	 14	 Sioux Valley	 52
Beresford	 33	 Flandreau	 34	 Madison	 25	 Sisseton	 61
Bison	 24	 Florence	 52	 Marion	 42	 Sturgis	 54
Bon Homme	 31	 Freeman	 32	 McCook Central	 125	 Tri-Valley	 55
Bowdle	 25	 Garretson	 33	 Menno	 34	 Viborg	 50
Brandon Valley	 18	 Gettysburg	 43	 Milbank	 65	 Wagner	 30
Bridgewater-Emery	 22	 Groton	 30	 Miller	 73	 Wall 	 46
Brookings	 21	 Harding County	 21	 Mitchell	 47	 Waubay	 16
Canton	 80	 Harrisburg	 98	 New Underwood	 12	 Watertown Area	 31
Centerville	 48	 Highmore	 63	 Newell	 81	 Webster	 44
Chamberlain	 36	 Hitchcock-Tulare	 30	 Parker 	 63	 Wessington Springs 	 44
Chester Area	 74	 Hoven	 23	 Philip	 55	 West Central	 65
Clark	 46	 Howard	 50	 Platte - Geddes	 42	 Willow Lake	 29
Colman-Egan	 27	 Huron	 37	 Rapid City Central	 40	 Wilmot	 35
Dell Rapids	 30	 Kadoka	 29	 Redfield	 42	 Winner	 19
DeSmet	 53	 Kimball	 48	 Rutland	 27	 Wolsey-Wessington	 69
Deubrook	 22	 Lake Preston	 34	 Sanborn Central	 43	 Woonsocket	 31
Deuel	 31					     Total	 3193

2009-2010 Membership Roster 
Members can be added until March 20 @ $10/member!


